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are in need of housing, medical care, and
subsistence. We will continue to work as long
as neighborhoods are ravaged by drugs and
violence. We will continue to work as long
as any person, because of circumstance of
birth, is granted anything less than the full
measure of his or her dignity.

Three decades have passed since Dr. King
stood in front of the Lincoln Memorial and
told the world of his dream for a future in
which our children are judged ‘‘not by the
color of their skin, but by the content of their
character.’’ Today, with an entire generation
of voting Americans who did not witness
firsthand the great civil rights victories of the
1960s, it is more important than ever to re-
mind the Nation about Dr. King and his ines-
timable gifts to this country, so that all of
us continue to grow in our commitment to
justice and equality.

This year, the Martin Luther King, Jr., hol-
iday is celebrated with a national day of serv-
ice, a call to join together in purpose and
care for one another. On this occasion, I urge
the citizens of this great country to reflect
upon Dr. King’s teachings and to take posi-
tive and life-affirming action in his memory.
Give back to your community, help the
homeless, feed the hungry, attend to the sick,
give to the needy. In whatever way you
choose to serve the public good, do some-
thing to make life better for the people
around you. As Dr. King said on many occa-
sions, ‘‘Life’s most persistent and urgent
question is, ‘What are you doing for others?’ ’’

Now, Therefore, I, William J. Clinton,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim January 16, 1995,
as the ‘‘Martin Luther King, Jr., Federal Hol-
iday.’’

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this eleventh day of January, in the
year of our Lord nineteen hundred and
ninety-five, and of the Independence of the
United States of America the two hundred
and nineteenth.

William J. Clinton

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
11:07 a.m., January 12, 1995]

NOTE: This proclamation was published in the
Federal Register on January 13.

Statement on the Democratic
National Committee
January 12, 1995

Later this month, at the Democratic Na-
tional Committee (DNC) meeting in Wash-
ington, I will formally ask DNC members to
support the appointment of two capable and
committed party advocates for General
Chairman and National Chairman. I have
asked Senator Chris Dodd (D–CT) and Don
Fowler to accept these assignments, and I
am enormously grateful that they will be my
partners in strengthening the Democratic
National Committee.

With their help, we will return to the im-
portant business of electing Democrats at all
levels of government, and assuring that the
voices of the people who work hard and play
by the rules—our constituents—are heard
and heeded at the seats of government
throughout our land.

Senator Chris Dodd is one of Congress’
most eloquent and effective advocates for
children and working families. He wrote both
the Family and Medical Leave Act and the
child care and development block grant,
1990’s landmark child care legislation. He
has also been a leader in the Senate on for-
eign policy and business issues. As General
Chairman, Senator Dodd will complement
his Senate duties by serving as our spokes-
man and as a leading strategist for the party.

A little more than 30 years ago another
gentleman from Connecticut named John
Bailey helped direct our party to victory in
landmark elections, and I am convinced that
my friend Chris Dodd will repeat that prece-
dent in the elections of 1995 and beyond.

Don Fowler of South Carolina, a DNC
member since 1971, will serve as National
Chairman, doing the hard but important
work of running a political party. In the past,
Don has served as chairman of the South
Carolina Democratic Party, president of the
Association of State Democratic Chairs, and
CEO of our convention in Atlanta in 1988.
No one knows more about our party’s oper-
ations and strategy, and no one is more seri-
ous or qualified than Don to guide and direct
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Democrats to win elections. He will also be
a leading strategist and will be the oper-
ational head of the DNC.

While many organizations and entities
contribute resources and ideas that make our
party stronger, it is the Democratic National
Committee that works to elect the local,
State, and Federal elected officials who serve
the working people of our country.

As we move toward the next century, and
as we face the challenges of expanding mid-
dle class participation in the recovery, re-
forming Government, restoring values and
decency in our society, and holding fast to
the principles of justice and fairness, retaking
the Congress and electing Democrats to of-
fice is the work of our party committee, and
its work must be successful. I thank Chris
and Don for taking on this challenge.

I know they join me in thanking Debra
DeLee for her service as Democratic Party
Chair since November. She was remarkable
in giving her energy, her commitment, and
her strength to sustaining the party at a chal-
lenging time in its history. We have asked
her to take on another assignment as CEO
of the party’s nomination convention in Chi-
cago in 1996, and I am thrilled that she will
be serving in that capacity.

Statement With Congressional
Leaders on the Economic Situation
in Mexico
January 12, 1995

We agreed that the United States has an
important economic and strategic interest in
a stable and prosperous Mexico.

Ultimately, the solution to Mexico’s eco-
nomic problems must come from the people
of Mexico, but we are pursuing ways to in-
crease financial confidence and to encourage
further reform in Mexico.

We agreed to do what is necessary to re-
store financial confidence in Mexico without
affecting the current budget at home.

NOTE: The statement was announced jointly with
Newt Gingrich, Speaker of the House of Rep-
resentatives, Robert Dole, Senate majority leader,
Thomas Daschle, Senate minority leader, Richard
Armey, House majority leader, and Richard Gep-
hardt, House minority leader.

Remarks at the White House
Conference on Trade and
Investment in Central and Eastern
Europe in Cleveland, Ohio
January 13, 1995

Thank you very much. Mayor White, Con-
gressmen Stokes and Sawyer and Brown, dis-
tinguished officials here from Cleveland and
Cuyahoga County. Secretary Brown, thank
you for your kind introduction. That was an
illustration of Bill Clinton’s second law of
politics, that introduction: Whenever pos-
sible, be introduced by someone you’ve ap-
pointed to high office. [Laughter] You always
get a good one. [Laughter]

I do want to say here that I believe, in
the history of the Department of Commerce,
there has never been a better Secretary than
Ron Brown. I am grateful to him for his dedi-
cation to the American business community
and to the growth of the American economy,
and for his commitment to international out-
reach.

I thank the Commerce Department and
the Business Council for International Un-
derstanding for organizing this conference.
You’ve assembled an impressive and diverse
group, delegations from Central and Eastern
Europe, business leaders from the United
States and Europe, American ethnic leaders
from all around our country, and so many
outstanding State and local officials. I thank
you all for being here.

I have to say, I’m especially pleased we’re
meeting in Cleveland. Many of the men and
women who made this great city a foundation
of America’s industrial heartland came to our
shores from Central Europe. With just a little
money but lots of determination and dis-
cipline and vision, they helped to build our
great Nation. And now their children and
their grandchildren are leaders in Cleveland
and in dozens of other American commu-
nities all across our country. Strong bonds
of memory, heritage, and pride link them
today to Europe’s emerging democracies. So
it’s fitting that we should be meeting here.

I also chose Cleveland because people
here know what it takes to adapt to the new
global economy. Whether you’re in this great
State or in Central Europe’s coal and steel
belt, meeting the challenges of change are
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